Cold provocation testing and hand-arm vibration syndrome--an audit of the results of the Department of Trade and Industry scheme for the evaluation of miners.
Hand-arm vibration syndrome (HAVS) is a major industrial disease that causes considerable morbidity among workers exposed to vibration. Compensation is paid to those affected in civil claims against employers and (in the UK) in claims made under Social Security legislation rules for Prescribed Disease A11. Diagnostic tests have been proposed but most are not objective. The cold provocation test (CPT), which is objective, is often included in the evaluation of HAVS. A continuous audit was made of the findings recorded at the 18 HAVS test centres in the UK established to evaluate miners. The audit, and its outcome, were monitored by the Medical Reference Panel who advise the Department of Trade and Industry. This audit report constitutes the second analysis of the findings relating to the CPT. The CPT, with measurement of digital rewarming times, is of no value in assessing vibration-induced damage to the hands. In its present format, the CPT should not be used for evaluating the vascular component of HAVS.